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1 . IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH JOHN ELLIS, REGIONAL 
SECURITY SUPERVISOR FOR ARA, HE EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE 
FULL-TIME SERVICES OF A RESIDENT RSO IN QUITO MAY NOT BE 
REQUIRED FOLLOWING MEL HARRISON'S TRANSFER THIS SUMMER. 
ELLIS BELIEVES THAT SINCE CONTINGENCY PLANS, SECURITY 
SURVEYS, MSG TRAINING AND RELATED PROJECTS FOR BOTH QUITO 
AND GUAYAQUIL ARE, OR WILL BE, CURRENT AT THE CLOSE OF 
HARRISON'S TOUR, AND BARRING ANY SIGNIFICANT DETERIORATION 
IN LOCAL SECURITY CONDITIONS, ADEQUATE SECURITY COVERAGE 
IN ECUADOR CAN BE PROVIDED EFFECTIVELY FROM A NEIGHBORING 
SECURITY REGION - EITHER BOGOTA OR LIMA. 

2. AS YOU CAN APPRECIATE, INCREASING INCIDENTS OF TERROR- 
IST ACTIVITY AGAINST AMERICAN TARGETS INTERNATIONALLY 
HAVE PLACED INCREASINGLY HEAVY DEMANDS ON OUR SECURITY 
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OFFICER RESOURCES. THIS CONDITION REQUIRES THAT WE CON- 
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TINUALLY REVIEW OUR OVERSEAS PROGRAMS AND POSITIONS TO 
MEET NEW AND EXPANDING REQUIREMENTS. 

3. BEFORE UNDERTAKING FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE QUITO 
RSO POSITION. I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING YOUR VIEWS 

FOLLOWING A RE-ASSESSMENT OF YOUR SECURITY REQUIREMENTS. 
IN MAKING THIS REQUEST, LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT WE IN NO 
WAY WISH TO DEPRIVE YOUR POSTS OF NECESSARY SECURITY 
OFFICER ATTENTION. IF, IN YOUR JUDGMENT, A FULL-TIME 
RESIDENT SECURITY OFFICER POSITION IS JUSTIFIED, I AM 
PREPARED TO REPLACE HARRISON WITH AN OFFICER IN WHOM WE 
HAVE EQUAL CONFIDENCE. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU CONCLUDE 
THAT LESS THAN FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICER 
COVERAGE WILL PROVIDE AN ACCEPTABLE LEVEL OF COVERAGE, I 
WILL ASSIGN RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR POSTS TO A NEIGHBORING 
RSO AND INSIST THAT YOUR REQUIREMENTS CONTINUE TO RECEIVE 
TIMELY ATTENTION. 

4. I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING A TELEGRAPHIC REPLY AT 
YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE. INGERSOLL 
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